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a Cause’’ under the able leadership of Tom 
Malloy, President, Nello Allegrucci, Vice Presi-
dent, Ed Ancas, Secretary and Carmen 
Allegrucci, Treasurer, along with an extremely 
talented team of 20 chefs has made significant 
contributions in its brief history. 

I join with other members of my local com-
munity in congratulating the Brotherhood of 
Chefs of Northeastern Pennsylvania for donat-
ing their time and unique talent to making our 
community a better place and for focusing 
their efforts on children in need in our commu-
nity. I believe this effort reveals the American 
spirit of generosity and selfless giving that is 
one of our greatest virtues. 

f 

CONGRATULATING FLACHTEMEIR 
MONUMENT COMPANY ON THEIR 
140TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Flachtemeier Monument Com-
pany in Freeport, Illinois, on the occasion of 
their 140th anniversary. 

Flachtemeier Monument was founded in 
1874 when Frederick Flachtemeier began his 
stone carving business in Freeport. Over the 
next 140 years, Flachtemeier Monument Com-
pany has supported grieving families and 
helped them memorialize their loved ones. Ric 
Knox, the current branch manager, loves that 
his job allows him to connect with the commu-
nity, explaining that ‘‘total strangers come into 
my life and invite me into their life.’’ 

In honor of its 140th anniversary, 
Flachtemeier Monument Company is 
partnering with the Freeport Chamber of Com-
merce for a community event later this year. 
Additionally, the company plans to donate a 
portion of its sales to United Way of Northwest 
Illinois whenever a customer mentions one of 
their affiliated charities. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to again congratulate 
Flachtemeier for reaching this impressive mile-
stone. Ric Knox says of the people he memo-
rializes that ‘‘their legacy lives on, if I do my 
job right.’’ Through Knox and his entire com-
pany, Frederick Flachtemeier’s legacy has 
lived on for 140 years and will hopefully con-
tinue to thrive and support our community for 
many more. 

f 

TREE ACT 

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, today I 
introduced the Temporary Assistance for 
Emergency Eradication (TREE) Act to provide 
communities in my home state of Iowa, and 
across the nation, with assistance to deal with 
the emerald ash borer. The emerald ash 
borer, first found in Michigan by way of ship-
ping crates from China, is an invasive beetle 
that is thriving in America as it decimates our 
ash tree populations in more than twenty 
states. In my state alone, it will cost approxi-
mately $3 to remove these trees that now 
pose a public safety hazard. 

The intent of the funding in this legislation is 
to address the emerald ash borer problem. 
The TREE Act will provide critical assistance 
to communities by restoring funding to the US 
Department of Agriculture’s office of Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Services (APHIS) 
back to its previous level of $37 million to con-
tinue to ramp up their work to find a means to 
control and eradicate the emerald ash borer. 
Further, it will increase funding for grant pro-
grams that directly assist local and state gov-
ernments dealing with this issue as they co-
ordinate with their communities and private 
property owners impacted by the infestation of 
the emerald ash borer. 

To do so, the TREE Act would provide an 
additional $15 million to the Forest Health 
Management Cooperative Land program to be 
used to help communities address emerald 
ash borer infestations. As well, an additional 
$5 million would be provided to the Urban and 
Community Forestry program to increase 
grants available for combating the ash borer 
infestation, and ‘‘re-greening’’ efforts as com-
munities diversify their tree populations and 
replenish shade where ash trees have been 
lost. 

f 

REMEMBERING DOUG MOHNS 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, this month the 
city of Chicago lost a hockey legend, Doug 
Mohns. Doug was a member of the Chicago 
Blackhawks from 1964 to 1971, where he 
played left wing on one of the greatest lines in 
NHL history—the ‘‘Scooter Line’’—with Kenny 
Wharram and Stan Mikita. 

Doug was a stalwart player in the NHL at a 
time when there were only six franchises. Ri-
valries were intense, no one wore helmets and 
players were intimately acquainted with the 
strengths and weaknesses of every opponent 
they faced. 

Mohns earned the nickname ‘‘Dougie the 
Diesel’’ because his piston-like legs dug into 
the ice and propelled him like a locomotive. 
He enjoyed his best season with the 
Blackhawks in 1967, when he tallied 25 goals 
and 35 assists in just 61 games. His impact 
on the ice was instrumental to the 
Blackhawks’ first ever regular season title. 
Mohns went on to have four 20-goal seasons 
with the Blackhawks. 

Mohns’ durability and versatility as a skater 
contributed to his remarkable longevity. During 
a span of 22 seasons in the NHL, he played 
in 1,390 games and seven all-star games, 
while amassing 248 goals and 462 assists. 

I join the city of Chicago in remembering 
one of the greatest hockey players to ever 
step on the ice, Doug ‘‘Dougie the Diesel’’ 
Mohns. 

f 

RENEW THE WIND PRODUCTION 
TAX CREDIT 

HON. JARED POLIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today as a 
member of the House Sustainable Energy and 

Environment Coalition to call on Congress to 
renew the wind production tax credit. 

The wind production tax credit incentivizes 
clean, domestic energy generation, and has 
been critical to enhancing America’s renew-
able energy renaissance. Wind energy creates 
jobs, saves consumers money on their utility 
bills, and reduces carbon emissions. 

Wind energy, and the industry it supports, is 
important to Colorado. Wind power supplies 
over 800,000 Colorado homes and employs 
approximately 5,000 Coloradans. In addition, a 
thriving wind industry has brought over $4.2 
billion in capital investments and provided land 
owners and communities with millions in land 
lease payments. 

Most Americans support renewable energy. 
In fact, thirty states and the District of Colum-
bia already have renewable generation stand-
ards and seven states have voluntary goals. 
Colorado has capitalized on its tremendous 
wind potential by enacting one of the highest 
Renewable Portfolio Standards in the nation— 
30 percent renewable energy generation by 
2020. Colorado utilities are ahead of schedule 
in achieving this goal and in doing so they are 
discovering that wind energy makes economic 
sense for their ratepayers and their investors. 

Last year I introduced the Renewable Elec-
tricity Standard Act with Representatives BEN 
RAY LUJÁN and ANN KUSTER. This legislation 
would build on the success of state-based re-
newable energy standards by implementing a 
25 percent renewable energy goal by 2025. 
Providing tax credits for renewable energy de-
velopment is not just important for meeting 
these goals, but is also important to level the 
playing field with our energy industries that re-
ceive a myriad of tax credits and incentives. 

The wind production tax credit has fueled a 
thriving U.S. wind energy market. This tax in-
centive drives increased investments and stim-
ulates the economy. As a former entrepreneur, 
I know that uncertainty about the production 
tax credit will slow wind energy deployment, 
put good quality jobs at risk, and cause capital 
investments to dwindle. That is why we must 
renew a long-term wind production tax credit. 

The wind production tax credit is essential 
to American jobs, economic growth, and the 
success of the wind energy industry. We must 
renew the wind production tax credit. 

f 

HONORING ZANE ALEXANDER 
SMITH 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Zane Alexander 
Smith. Zane is a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 216, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 

Zane has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Zane has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Zane 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. Zane repainted three 
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signs for VFW Post 919 in Trenton, Missouri. 
This facility’s signs were in need of aid and 
the VFW holds a special meaning to Zane due 
to his involvement with the Civil Air Patrol and 
military veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Zane Alexander Smith for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I was not able to 
be present for the following rollcall vote on 
February 25, 2014 and would like the record 
to reflect that I would have voted as follows: 
rollcall No. 63: ‘‘yes’’; and rollcall No. 64: ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

HONORING SARALEE MCCLELLAN 
KUNDE 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the memory of Saralee 
McClellan Kunde, who passed away on Janu-
ary 26, 2014, after 66 remarkable years. 

Saralee devoted her life to bettering the 
community and the people she so cherished. 
She was a tireless and passionate advocate 
for agriculture in Sonoma County. Raised on 
her family’s dairy ranch, Saralee never 
wavered from promoting the agricultural leg-
acy into which she was born. 

She was an impassioned supporter of 4-H 
and the Future Farmers of America (FFA) as 
well as of the Sonoma County Fair and the 
Sonoma County Harvest Fair. She was equal-
ly as dedicated to promoting the Russian 
River Valley as a premiere wine region. To-
gether with her husband, Richard Kunde, 
Saralee owned and operated a 265-acre vine-
yard that produced wine grapes for renowned 
wineries in the Sonoma and Napa Valleys as 
well as across our Nation. Perhaps most ad-
mirable about the Kunde estate was the pri-
vate park Saralee and Richard created. Once 
an overgrown field, the park known as ‘‘Rich-
ard’s Grove and Saralee’s Vineyard,’’ hosted 
countless community and charitable events. 

Aside from her work to promote Sonoma 
County Agriculture, one of the most poignant 
examples of Saralee’s devotion to bettering 
her community are the thousands of daffodils 
she planted each year along the highways and 
back roads of Sonoma County. 

Her unwavering passion and dedication to 
the many causes and organizations she cham-
pioned was an inspiration to all. And in turn, 
Saralee was beloved by all those who were 
fortunate enough to have known her. Saralee 
was inducted into the Sonoma County Farm 
Bureau Hall of Fame in 2013. She was hon-
ored as a Friend of Agriculture by the Sonoma 
County Harvest Fair, was awarded the Shining 
Star Award by the 4-H Foundation as well as 
with the Leadership in Agriculture Award by 
the Santa Rosa Chamber of Commerce. 

Saralee was kind, magnetic and loving. Her 
zest for life and ‘‘can-do’’ attitude were con-
tagious. Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this 
time that we honor and thank Saralee McClel-
lan Kunde for her life of service to a grateful 
community. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE SOCIAL 
SECURITY FRAUD AND ERROR 
PREVENTION ACT OF 2014 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, for 77 years, 
Social Security has been the bedrock of eco-
nomic security for American families. Genera-
tions of Americans have contributed to Social 
Security with every paycheck, knowing that 
they and their families will be protected if they 
die, become disabled, or retire. As a result of 
their contributions—$14.6 trillion over Social 
Security’s lifetime—Social Security currently 
has a $2.7 trillion surplus. 

Social Security benefits are modest—about 
$15,000 a year for an average senior and 
even less for a disabled worker—but for most 
recipients, their Social Security paycheck is 
more than half their monthly income. 

As a representative of those Americans and 
the Ranking Democrat on the Social Security 
Subcommittee, I believe we have no more im-
portant responsibility than to make sure that 
Americans receive their earned Social Security 
benefits on time, and in full. That means pro-
tecting Social Security against fraud and er-
rors, and it means doing so in a way that does 
not delay needed benefits for honest, hard- 
working Americans. 

Social Security’s overpayment rate is 0.22 
percent. Most of these overpayments are be-
cause of errors, but a small part of it is fraud. 
But Social Security employees believe—and I 
agree with them—that we could do even more 
to safeguard Social Security. 

Recently the Social Security Administration 
has uncovered several fraud conspiracies 
where Social Security contributions made by 
honest Americans were stolen to pay benefits 
to people who didn’t earn them. In one of the 
conspiracies, the ringleaders even instructed 
people to pretend they were disabled as a re-
sult of the tragic events of September 11. 

The good news is, when you invest in de-
veloping quality, well-trained employees to 
protect Social Security, it pays off. Social Se-
curity’s front-line employees detected the 
fraud, and with the help of Social Security’s 
trained investigators, the ringleaders have 
been charged with felonies and Social Secu-
rity has begun the process of recovering the 
money stolen from the trust fund. 

But the bad news is that these conspiracies 
show that Social Security is a tempting target 
for those willing to break the law, and Social 
Security’s hardworking staff need more tools 
to fight them and to make sure Social Security 
only pays benefits to those who should re-
ceive them. 

That’s why my colleagues and I are intro-
ducing the Social Security Fraud and Error 
Prevention Act of 2014. Our bill gives Social 
Security new tools to find fraud and errors, re-
coup money that should be in the trust funds, 
and throw the book at people who steal from 
Social Security. 

First, our bill makes sure that if you break 
the law, Social Security has the resources to 
make sure the crime is investigated and pros-
ecuted. We would require SSA to have special 
fraud-busting investigative units covering all 50 
states, provide the resources needed to staff 
them with the right people, and increase pros-
ecutions of people who steal from Social Se-
curity. 

Second, our bill makes sure the penalty is 
equivalent to the crime. Because Social Secu-
rity requires applicants to prove they are eligi-
ble for benefits by providing extensive medical 
and vocational evidence, cheating Social Se-
curity usually requires collusion from trusted 
people like doctors, beneficiary representa-
tives, and judges. Our bill would increase the 
monetary penalties for fraud, but most impor-
tantly, as Social Security’s Inspector General 
recommends, we would significantly increase 
the penalty for fraud by those who know bet-
ter. We’d make it a felony to conspire to de-
fraud Social Security, so prosecutors can nail 
fraud ringleaders, and we allow prosecutors to 
ask for a long sentence—up to 10 years— 
against those who violated a position of trust 
to breach Social Security’s defenses. 

Third, our bill makes sure Social Security 
can afford to use the tools that have been ef-
fective in detecting and preventing fraud and 
errors before a single penny is paid out of the 
Trust Funds. 

Over the years, Social Security has devel-
oped a number of proven techniques that sig-
nificantly reduce fraud and errors. 

What’s holding them back? 
To be frank, money. 
Despite a growing number of Americans ap-

plying for and receiving Social Security, SSA’s 
budget is lower now than it was four years 
ago. They’ve lost one out of ten front-line 
workers to budget cuts. And Republicans in 
Congress blocked hundreds of millions of dol-
lars that the Budget Control Act authorized for 
SSA’s most cost-effective methods of pre-
venting waste, fraud and abuse. 

Our bill would change that, providing SSA 
with guaranteed funding for their most effec-
tive strategies to prevent fraud and errors. The 
bill will also provide additional resources to re-
coup benefits that shouldn’t have been paid, 
along with penalties, if the payments were the 
result of fraud. 

We’d demand something in exchange for 
the guaranteed money: complete transparency 
and accountability. Social Security could only 
use the dedicated funds for the most important 
and effective strategies. They would have to 
report annually to Congress how much they 
spent and what savings their efforts generated 
for Social Security’s trust funds. And the new 
funds would only be available for additional 
fraud and error fighting—not to replace what 
they’re already spending out of their regular 
budget. 

Our bill isn’t the complete answer to pro-
tecting Social Security’s trust fund. As we con-
sulted Social Security employees, managers, 
experts, and beneficiary advocates, they all 
told us the same thing: The best defense 
against fraud and errors is a well-staffed, well- 
trained SSA. And for that to happen, Repub-
licans in Congress have to agree to fund 
SSA’s overall budget. 

But providing guaranteed funding to fight 
fraud will at least spare SSA from having to 
choose between preventing fraud and proc-
essing applications so that Americans receive 
the benefits they earned on time and in full. 
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